








Common Core Alignment continued

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to
questions that probe reasoning and evidence,
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative
perspectives.

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives;
synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional information
or research is required to deepen the investigation
or complete the task.

2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively,
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of
each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence,
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative
or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the
organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of
formal and informal tasks.

5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual,
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in
presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

Language (L)
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of
convention, can change over time, and is some
times contested.

Reading (for History/Social Studies) (RH)

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights
gained from specific details to an understanding of
the text as a whole.

Writing (History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical
Subjects) (RHST)

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish
the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and
create an organization that logically sequences that
the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons and evidence.

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant data and
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims
in a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the

audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and
possible biases.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied
syntax to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence,
and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective
tone while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that
following from or supports the argument presented.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/
experiments, or technical processes.

a. Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas,
concepts, and information so that each new
elements builds on that which precedes it to create
a unified whole; include formatting (e.q., headers),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia
when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most
significant and relevant facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge
of the topic.

c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to
link the major sections of the text, create cohesion,
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.

d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary
and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and
analogy to manage the complexity of the topic;
convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that
responds to the discipline and context as well as to
the expertise of likely readers.

e. Provide a concluding statement of section that
follows from and supports the information or
explanation provided (e.g., articulating implications
or the significance of the topic).

4, Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce,
publish, and update individual or shared writing
products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or infarmation.

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research
projects to answer a guestion (including a self-gener-
ated question) or salve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding
of the subject under investigation,




PROJECT BASED LEARNING An Environmental Advocacy Project for High School

Materials

® Two 36"x 48" stretched canvases

* Acrylic paint/assorted colors

* Pie tins, tin foil, paper towels

* Paint brushes

* Computer access to MS office applications

We highly recommend that you contact Message to the Future Foundation

to alert them to your plan to implement a project in your community and ask
advice about funding the project which would be approximately $500. Another
option is to ask a parent or local foundation or corporation to make a donation
to make this possible. Contact us as well if you need additional ideas!
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To Learn More about
Project Based Learning and
Environmental Issues:

Edutopia
edutopia.org

Green Chamber of the South
greencs.org

Message to the Future Foundation
messagetothefuture.org
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